





The God of the Bible

A Study of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit



by David E. Pratte





[image: Picture 1]


Available in print at
www.gospelway.com/sales 



The God of the Bible:
A Study of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit 

© Copyright David E. Pratte, 2006, 2013
All rights reserved

ISBN-13: 978-1494498900 
ISBN-10: 1494498901 

Note carefully: No teaching in any of our materials is intended or should ever be construed to justify or to in any way incite or encourage personal vengeance or physical violence against any person.

“He who glories, let him glory in the Lord” 
– 1 Corinthians 1:31

Other Acknowledgements
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are generally from the New King James Version (NKJV), copyright 1982, 1988 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (NASB) are from Holy Bible, New American Standard La Habra, CA: The Lockman Foundation, 1995. 

Scripture quotations marked (ESV) are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright ©2001 by Crossway Bibles, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Scripture quotations marked (MLV) are from Modern Literal Version of The New Testament, Copyright 1999 by G. Allen Walker.

Scripture quotations marked (RSV) are from the Revised Standard Version of the Bible, copyright 1952 by the Division of Christian Education, National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America.

Scripture quotations marked (NIV) are from the New International Version of the Holy Bible, copyright 1978 by Zondervan Bible publishers, Grand Rapids, Michigan.



Other Books by the Author

Topical Bible Studies

Growing a Godly Marriage 







Other Resources from the Author

Printed books, booklets, and tracts available at
www.gospelway.com/sales 
Free Bible study articles online at
www.gospelway.com 
Free Bible courses online at 
www.biblestudylessons.com 
Free class books at 
www.biblestudylessons.com/classbooks 
Free commentaries on Bible books at 
www.gospelway.com/commentary 
Contact the author at
www.gospelway.com/comments 



Table of Content












The Number of Individuals in the Godhead	6

The Deity of Jesus	27

The Nature Of The Holy Spirit	61

The Nature of Spiritual Gifts	75

The Purpose of Spiritual Gifts	104

The Imparting of Spiritual Gifts	120

The Duration of Spiritual Gifts	129

The Indwelling of the Holy Spirit	144



(Due to printer reformatting, the above numbers may be off a page or two.)


Notes to the Reader

You may find that major topics of this material will repeat topics or concepts covered elsewhere. This serves to emphasize these points and allows each major topic of study to be complete of itself (so major sections can be studied independently).

Unless otherwise indicated, Bible quotations are from the New King James Version. Often - especially when I do not use quotations marks – I am not quoting any translation but simply paraphrasing the passage in my own words. 



To join our mailing list to be informed of new books or special sales, contact the author at
www.gospelway.com/comments 


The Number of Individuals in the Godhead

Introduction: 

The Bible repeatedly teaches that there is only ONE true God.

This God is “one” in contrast to the many warring, conflicting, different gods of heathen idolatry (Deut. 4:35,39; 6:4; 32:39; Psa. 86:10; Isa. 43:10-13; 44:6-8; 45:5,6,21-23; Matt. 4:10; Mark 12:29). 

However, the Bible also mentions three beings each of whom is called “God,” or other such terms used for God. 

The Heavenly Father — Matt. 16:16,17; John 6:27,44,45; 20:17; Rom. 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:3; 2 Cor. 1:2; Eph. 1:3; etc. 

Jesus, the Son — John 1:1,14; 20:28,29; Phil. 2:6-8; Heb. 1:8,9; Col. 2:9; Isa. 9:6. 

The Holy Spirit — Acts 5:3,4; Eph. 4:30; 1 Thess. 4:8. 

Some people conclude that “one God” means God is just one individual or personal being. So they conclude that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all the same individual or personal being. They claim that these are just different titles used to refer to the one individual, or that the different terms refer to different parts of the one individual (“Son” = the fleshly body, “Father” = the Divine Spirit that inhabited the body, etc.). This one individual is named Jesus, so the position is often called “Jesus only.” 

The purpose of this study is to show by Scripture that the Father, Son, 







Cf. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 – The Corinthians were divided over preachers. Paul teaches them in chap. 1-4 to emphasize Deity, not men, since men are just messengers for God (3:3-11; 4:1,2). We should glory in the Lord (Deity), not in men (1:29,31; 2:5; 3:21).

To illustrate, Paul asks if he was crucified for us (v13). No, so Deity is important, not man. It would be blasphemy to exalt a man or angel as if he had died for us. 

Then he asks if we are baptized in the name of Paul (v13). No. So, again, we should glory in Deity, because we are baptized in the name of Deity. 

Note carefully: It would be blasphemy to be baptized in the name of any being that is not Deity. But we are baptized in the name of the Holy Spirit right along with the Father and Son. Therefore, the Holy Spirit possesses Deity as surely as do the Father and the Son.

The Holy Spirit does work and possesses a name/authority that only God can possess. Therefore, the Holy Spirit possesses Deity.

[Matt. 12:28; Rom. 15:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14]

Forgiveness, redemption, and sanctification

Matthew 28:19 – We are baptized in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But what is the purpose of baptism? To forgive sins! See Mark 16:15,16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Romans 6:3,4; Galatians 3:27; 1 Peter 3:21. So sins are forgiven by the power and name of the Holy Spirit, right along with the Father and the Son.

But only God can forgive sins – Mark 2:5-7. Since sins are forgiven in baptism, then to be baptized in the name of anyone other than Deity would be blasphemy! But we are baptized in the name of the Holy Spirit, as well as the Father and the Son; so, the Holy Spirit possesses the power of Deity to forgive sins. [Cf. 1 Cor. 12:13]

1 Corinthians 6:11 – Sinners are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God (the Holy Spirit). So the Holy Spirit justifies from sin. But only God can justify from sin, so the Holy Spirit is God.

1 Peter 1:2; Romans 15:16 – We are elect according to the foreknowledge of the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus. Again, all three Beings are involved in our salvation. Sanctification is essential to our salvation as surely as election and the blood of Jesus. Only Deity can sanctify men. The passage involves the Spirit in our salvation as fully as the other Beings of Deity.

The Holy Spirit has characteristics that only Deity possesses and does works that only Deity can do. Therefore, the Holy Spirit possesses Deity as surely as the Father and the Son do. 

[2 Thess. 2:13; Gal. 6:8; Eph. 2:18]

Conclusion

The purpose of this study has been to increase our understanding of the Holy Spirit. But that understanding should lead us to a greater appreciation of Who the Holy Spirit is. 

Our study has shown that the Holy Spirit is not just a force or a characteristic but is a living spirit Being who possesses the personal characteristics and does works that can only be true of Deity. We understand that the Father and the Son are separate and distinct living Spirit Beings, yet each possesses Deity. In the same way we should understand that the Holy Spirit is a third distinct individual who also possesses Deity. So, the God we worship consists of three separate and distinct Beings, yet together they make up the one true and living God.

If this is true, then we should realize that we can have a personal relationship with the Holy Spirit just as surely as we do with the Father and the Son. This is called “fellowship” with the Spirit – 2 Corinthians 13:14. We need to love, honor, and respect the Holy Spirit even as we do the Father and the Son, even as He loves us - Romans 15:30.

The Nature of Spiritual Gifts

Introduction:

Much confusion exists about the work of the Holy Spirit. As already learned in previous studies, the Holy Spirit is a living spirit Being in the Godhead, like the Father and Jesus Christ the Son. The purpose of this study is to learn what the Bible says about the work of the Spirit in miracles and spiritual gifts, especially in the New Testament age. 

The Spirit has used miraculous gifts to reveal the will of God and to confirm that the message revealed really came from God (1 Corinthians 12:1-11). In this section, we wish to study the nature of those gifts. What were they like and what did they empower men to do?

The Holy Spirit has done various different works in history.

This study concerns mainly His work in New Testament times. Prior to the birth of Jesus, He did the following things:

* Active in creation and in sustaining the universe — Genesis 1:2; Job 33:4; 26:13; Psalm 104:30

* Guided Old Testament prophets — 2 Peter 1:21; Mark 12:36; 2 Samuel 23:2; Acts 1:16; 28:25; Hebrews 3:7; 10:15

* Conceived Jesus in Mary’s womb — Matthew 1:18,20; Luke 1:35

Many miracles, which God or the Spirit did in the past, have ceased and will not be repeated.

* Creation – Gen. 1,2 (cf. 2:1,2)

* The Flood of Noah’s day – Gen 6-9 (note 9:8-17)

* The virgin birth – Matthew 1:18,20; Luke 1:35

* Jesus’ resurrection 

* The work of apostles living on earth (Acts 1:21,22).

Sometimes folks claim that the Spirit/God did miracles in the past, so He must do so today. They claim God is the same yesterday, today, and forever. If we teach that there are no miracles today, such folks claim we are saying God does not have the power He used to have or does not love us like He used to, etc. 

To admit there are any miracles He has done but is not doing today is to admit all such arguments are not valid. But we just listed a number of miracles He has done, which we must agree He is not doing today. The question then becomes whether He is doing any miracles at all today.

Note that Satan has always produced lying counterfeits in imitation of what God does. 

In particular, the Bible warns about:

* False prophets — Matthew 7:15; 2 Corinthians 11:13-15; 1 John 4:1; 2 Peter 2:1; Matthew 15:14; Acts 13:6-12; Revelation 2:2.

* False miracles (amazing works claimed to be from God) — Acts 8:9-13; 2 Thessalonians 2:9-12; Matthew 7:21-23; Ex. 7:8-12,20-22; 8:6,7,17-19; Matthew 24:24

Our study of the characteristics of true spiritual gifts will help us distinguish them from Satan''s counterfeits. We will see that the nature of true spiritual gifts was such that Satan’s false workers cannot duplicate them. So we can distinguish the true from the fake by their characteristics. 

Gifts of Direct Revelation

Until the Bible had been completed, God gradually revealed new revelation to people by direct guidance of the Spirit. But Satan has sent false prophets to mislead people. Many people claim to be “led” by the Spirit in addition to Bible teachings. 

1 John 4:1 – Test the prophets to see if they are from God. This is a Divine command.

Matthew 7:15-21 – You can know false prophets by their fruits. The major fruit of a prophet is his teaching. One major way of testing prophets is by comparing the nature of their alleged revelations to true Bible revelations.

What were true revelations like? Do people today have direct guidance like the Bible describes? Let us consider the nature of direct revelations from God and then test other prophets by comparing their revelations to true revelations. 

Consider some definitions:

Prophecy

Compare Exodus 4:10-16 to 7:1,2 as an example. Moses’ was God’s mouth because God told him what to say. So Aaron was Moses’ mouth or spokesman, because Moses’ told him what to say. But Exodus 7:1,2 calls this the work of a “prophet.” 



God  Moses  Aaron  People



Hence, a prophet was a mouthpiece or a spokesman. Prophecy was the ability to speak the will of God by the direct guidance and inspiration of the Holy Spirit.

[Vine on “prophecy”: “…prophecy is not necessarily, nor even primarily, foretelling. It is the declaration of that which cannot be known by natural means…it is the forth-telling of the will of God, whether with reference to the past, the present, or the future …”]

[Thayer on “prophet”: “…one who, moved by the Spirit of God and hence his organ or spokesman, solemnly declares to men what he has received by inspiration…”]

Other gifts

* Wisdom — the supernatural ability to make practical application of truth. (1 Corinthians 12:8; Luke 21:14,15; 1 Corinthians 2:6,7,10-13; 2 Peter 3:15)

* Knowledge  — the supernatural ability to learn facts, information, or truths from God. (1 Cor. 12:8; 2:12; Ephesians 3:3-5)

* Discerning of spirits — the supernatural ability to distinguish true prophets or teachings from false (1 Corinthians 12:10; cf. 1 John 4:1).

Consider now the characteristics of true direct revelation.

The Revelation Always Gave God’s Exact Will 
in Words God Selected. 

The message was divine in origin, not in any sense human.

Direct revelation in the Bible

General passages

Matthew 10:19,20 — Men did not need to study what to say, because God would speak through them. It was not the men who would speak. God would give them what and how to speak.

1 Corinthians 14:37 — What was taught was the commands of the Lord.

Deuteronomy 18:18,19 — God put his words in the prophet’s mouth. Then the prophet spoke to the people.

2 Peter 1:21 — Prophecy did not come by will of men, but men spoke as moved by the Holy Spirit.

2 Samuel 23:1,2 — God’s word was on the prophet’s tongue. The Spirit spoke by him.

[Exodus 4:10-16; 7:1,2; 1 Corinthians 2:10-13; 2:3-5; John 16:13; 14:26; Galatians 1:8-12; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Timothy 3:16,17; Luke 10:16; Eph. 3:3-5; Ex. 24:3,4; Deut. 30:9,10; Matthew 15:1-9; Isaiah 51:16; 59:21; Jeremiah 1:4-9; 30:1-4; 36:1-4; Ezek. 3:4; Zech. 7:12]

Some methods used

* Audible voice — 1 Samuel 3:1-18

* Vision — Acts 10:9-16

* Angel — Acts 10:3-8; Matthew 1:18-25;

* Dream – Genesis 37; Daniel 2; etc.

* Appearance of Jesus – Acts 9:3-6

Note that every direct revelation was capable of being described in words: God gave the words that could be repeated to others. This could be done even if the one who received the revelation did not fully understand the lesson taught by those words.

[Often the prophet who received the revelation, though he knew what had been done and said, still had to study and meditate on the revelation in order to understand it, just as we have to study the Scriptures to understand them or as people who heard the prophet speak would have to study what he had said to understand it — Acts 10:17; 11:1-18; 16:10; Daniel 12:8; 1 Peter 1:10-12; Revelation 17:6]

Modern “revelations”

In contrast to Bible examples of direct revelation, consider the claims of people today who say they are led of the Spirit.

Vague “leadings”

Often people today have an emotional experience, a vague feeling or impression, or some overwhelming sense of assurance. As a result, they are convinced that they have been saved or that some church or doctrine is true or that they should follow a certain course of action. Then they say the Spirit has “revealed” this to them, or they were “led” by the Spirit, and they claim it is God’s will.

When questioned about the nature of the revelation, they often cannot clearly describe what happened or how the revelation came — they cannot put this into words. They usually acknowledge, “It is not as though I heard a voice or saw an angel.” They say it is “better felt than told.” 

An excellent example of this is Mormon “testimony” by which they claim to know Mormonism is true. When asked to describe it, the best they can say is “burning in the bosom” and an overwhelming sense of assurance that Mormonism is true. This is nothing but an emotional experience, but they are convinced it is a revelation from the Holy Spirit.

Such “revelations” are Satan’s counterfeits for true revelations. When people receive true revelations from God they are always able to describe exactly in what form the revelation came, and they can put into words the content of the message.

“Understanding” of Scripture

Other people claim that the Holy Spirit directly reveals to them an understanding of the Bible, when they study it. But this is not prophecy nor is any such spiritual gift described in Scripture. Prophecy and direct revelation did not involve study and understanding Scripture; they involved infallible revelation that was not learned by study. 

[The Bible does teach us to pray for wisdom and understanding – James 1:5; Colossians 1:9; etc. But this comes through natural means as one studies the Scripture and applies it in life. Nothing about this involves direct revelation or supernatural spiritual gifts.]

The Revelation Was Always True, Inerrant, and Infallible. 

Bible examples

John 17:17 — God’s word is truth. (Psalm 119:160,142)

Deuteronomy 18:20-22 — A prediction may claim to be from God, but if it does not come true, then it is not from God. [Jeremiah 28:9]

Psalm 33:4; 119:128; 19:8 — God’s word is right.

Revelation 21:5 – These words are true and faithful. [19:9]

Matthew 22:32 — Even the tense of verbs must be accurate. (Galatians 3:16?)

So true Divine revelations could not be false in any sense, including in their predictions of the future. Everything they say is accurate and true, and everything they predict must come true. If their predictions do not come true, they are not true revelations from God. 

[Titus 1:2; Hebrews 6:18; 1 Corinthians 14:33; Psalm 147:4,5; Job 37:16; Numbers 23:19]

Modern examples

Modern “prophets” often make predictions that do not come true.

Note that the Scriptures expressly state that we ought to test whether or not revelations are from God by seeing whether or not their predictions of the future come true. So let us do this with predictions some have claimed to be from God. 

* Many groups have mistakenly predicted the time of Jesus’ coming, etc. (Jehovah’s Witnesses, Adventists, and others). 

* Jean Dixon became famous by predicting the death of President Kennedy. But one rarely hears about her predictions that failed. These include:

	World War III would begin in 1958. (Did it?)

	Russia would put the first man on the moon. (A good guess since they led the space race at the time. But America was first; Russia still has not done it.)

	Lyndon Johnson would be the democratic candidate for president in 1968. (Since he was already president, he would have been the logical choice. But he refused to run.)

	President Ford would resign and Rockefeller would replace him. (Ford never resigned; Rockefeller was never president.)

	Reagan would be the Republican candidate for president in 1976. (Ford won the nomination instead).

[Others: Red China would enter the UN in 1958 — it didn’t happen till much later. Vietnam war would end within 90 days of May 7, 1966 — it did not happen till much later. See Halbrook, 1974 Florida College lectures; O’Neal, Searching the Scriptures, 6/78]

* Joseph Smith, Jr.

	Jesus would come within 56 years of 1835

	The temple would be rebuilt within a generation of 1832

	Several Mormon apostles (alive in his day) would live to see Jesus return

	The Civil War would be a “full end of all nations”

	He “translated” the Book of Abraham as part of Mormon Scripture. Eventually it was translated by language experts and turned out to be a book of heathen Egyptian burial rites, totally different in meaning from what Smith “translated.”

* Faith healer Robert Tilton - Beverly Crowley sued Tilton because he kept sending requests for donations to Mrs. Crowley’s husband and promising to heal him. One such letter said, “God spoke to me this morning specifically about you, Tom, and He’s going to heal you.” When the letter was written, Mrs. Crowley’s husband had been dead for five months! – via Greg Gwin, West Knoxville bulletin.

* National Enquirer psychics

	22 false predictions in 1975 (R. Harris, Contender, 1/76)

	14 misses in second half of 1977 (O’Neal, Searching the Scriptures 6/78)

	Of 58 predictions, only two were right, and these were easy guesses (Bob Craig, Gospel Anchor, 5/79)

* Mohammed - He once predicted there would be 73 sects of Islam, of which only one would survive. But Muslims admit there have been far more than 73. And today many sects, not just one, still survive. [Encyclopedia Britannica, XII-711]

Often people follow some “leading” that proves to be untrue.

They have some urge that is just like other urges that they attribute to the Holy Spirit. But when they follow the “leading,” they get into trouble or it does not work out like they supposed it would. 

Specifically, I have had such people tell me how the Holy Spirit would lead them to talk to someone about the gospel. Some have said the Holy Spirit “led” them to study the Bible with me. However, after studying together they soon learned that I was presenting Bible evidence that contradicted their beliefs and they could not answer with Scripture. So they refused to continue studying with me!

Usually, such people just forget about these “leadings” that don’t work out and continue to emphasize the ones that they think had a favorable outcome. Some even admit that the “leading” wasn’t from God. But then how can they trust other “leadings”? The truth is that none of them are from God, because they don’t have the characteristics of true revelation.

People who claim to be led of the Spirit often contradict one another.

Mormons, Pentecostals, Catholics, etc., all claim that their leaders are led by the Spirit, but their teachings are completely contradictory, and often they teach that the other groups are in error.

Remember that real Divine revelation is true and faithful with no errors. How can the “revelations” of these groups all be “true” when they disagree with one another (1 Corinthians 1:13; 14:33)? 

These examples illustrate how prophets (since the completion of Scripture) fail when they attempt to predict the future. When we compare them to Bible prophets, exactly as the Scripture tells us to do, we find they are not true or infallible.

The Revelation Always Harmonized with Other Divine Revelation.

Divine revelation is always harmonious. It never contradicts other Divine revelation. So one way to check messages that claim to be revealed from God is to compare them to other revelation that we already have. If they contradict, then they cannot be from God. 

Bible examples

Acts 17:11,12 — The Bereans checked the new revelations by comparing them to old ones.

Galatians 1:6-9 — Any new revelation, which differs from previous ones, is false.

2 John 9-11 — How do we know which teachers to accept? By comparing what they teach to the doctrine of Christ (which is found in the Bible).

In this way, New Testament prophets often used the Old Testament to prove they were of God - Luke 24:25-27,44-46; Acts 2:14-36; John 5:39,46; etc.

Teaching must be false if it contradicts other Divine teaching. We know the Bible is from God, so we can determine whether or not other teaching is true by comparing it to the Bible.

[Matthew 7:15-27; 1 Corinthians 14:33; John 16:13; 1 John 2:3-6; 4:1,6]

Modern examples

Many people today may claim direct revelation, yet they teach things that directly contradict the Bible. Some examples:

(1) Some teach we are saved before or without immersion in water (Cf. Mark 16:15,16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; Romans 6:3,4; Galatians 3:27; I Peter 3:21)

(2) Others teach that the Old Testament law is still binding (Cf. Hebrews 10:1-10; 7:11-14; 8:6-13; 9:1-4; 2 Corinthians 3:6-11; Galatians 3:24,25; 5:1-6; Romans 7:1-7; Ephesians 2:11-16; Colossians 2:13-17)

(3) Some have women preachers (Cf. 1 Corinthians 14:34,35; 1 Timothy 2:11,12)

These doctrines directly contradict the Scriptures that we know are from God. It follows that the groups that teach them are in error. When such groups claim to be following direct revelations from God, we can know those revelations are false and the men who teach them are false teachers.

A fourth characteristic of direct revelation is that it was always confirmed by miraculous signs. This will be discussed under a later point.

God has warned us to test those who claim to have the gift of direct revelation to see whether or not they are from God. We should not just accept that they are teaching the truth. Three ways the Scriptures give us to test such teachers is by examining how the person claims to have received the revelation, by seeing whether or not their predictions of the future come true, and especially by comparing their teaching to the Scriptures we already have from God. 

Today, the result of such examinations will always be that modern revelations do not measure up to the characteristics of Divine revelation. That is because the Bible as we have it is complete, and spiritual gifts ceased when it was completed (1 Corinthians. 13:8-11). What is the basis of your faith? Do you follow the true word of God found in the Scriptures?

Gifts of Miraculous Confirmation

In order to prove that certain people had a message from God, the Spirit accompanied their preaching by miraculous powers. People today often claim to have these powers like Jesus and His apostles did. Remember that Satan sends counterfeit miracles to confuse people. One way to recognize counterfeit miracles is to compare them to true New Testament miracles.

There are three terms used in the New Testament to refer to miracles (see Acts 2:22; 2 Cor. 12:12; Heb. 2:3,4). Consider some definitions of them.

“Miracle” 

Translated “mighty work” or “power” in ASV. 

Defined “power, inherent ability … works of supernatural origin and character, such as could not be produced by natural agents and means…” — Vine. 

This term emphasizes the power possessed by the One (God) who is the source of the event.

“Sign” 

Defined “a sign consisting of a wonder or miracle, an event that is contrary to the usual course of nature…” — Arndt and Gingrich. 

This term emphasizes the unique nature of the event. It is impossible by the normal laws of nature or human ability, so that its very occurrence proves it happened by the power of God.

“Wonder” 

Defined “something strange, causing the beholder to marvel” — Vine. This word is always used in connection with “sign,” hence it too refers to that which is impossible by natural law. It emphasizes the amazing or surprising character of the event.

To help us understand the nature of true Biblical miracles, consider the following characteristics of true miracles. 

Note that every New Testament miracle possessed all four of these characteristics. In some cases, as with all eyewitness testimony, certain details are not mentioned; but when the details are mentioned, they always harmonize with these characteristics. As we proceed, we will note the differences between these true Bible miracles and those events which people today claim are miracles like those in the Bible.

There Was Conclusive Evidence that the Event Really Occurred.

The occurrence of the event was unmistakably evident to observers.

Bible miracles

There was no sleight of hand or trickery. In regard to healings, there was clear evidence that the people had organic disorders, and there was conclusive proof that the problem was removed. There were no invisible or undetectable diseases, no psychosomatic problems (caused by the person’s mental or emotional state, such that an improvement in their mental or emotional state would cause the removal of the problem).

Consider some examples:

* Lazarus — John 11:17,38,39,43-45. All the witnesses could see for themselves that he had been dead but came alive again.

* Blind man — John 9:1,7,18-20,21,25 — Unquestionably the man was blind from birth, but then he was so healed he could see.

* Woman bowed together — Luke 13:11,13,16 — All could see she was hunchbacked, but then she was straightened.

* Lame man — Acts 3:2,7,8,10; 4:22 - Many people knew he could not walk, but it was obvious that he was enabled to do so. [Cf. 14:8-11]

[Cf. Luke 7:11-17; Acts 13:6-12; Mark 1:44; 2:1-4, 10-12; 4:35-41; 7:32-37; Matt. 12:9,14; 14:22-33; John 6:5-14; 2:1-11.]

Modern so-called miracles 

Often today there is no evidence the person really had a physical disease, or there may be no proof the disease was removed. Or the problem may have been the result of a person’s state of mind and was relieved because of his trust in the healer, combined with the emotions of the moment, the desire to be healed, the power of suggestion, and the hypnotic powers of the healer. 

Some examples:

…a very pretty young girl limped up to the stage. She waved her leg brace in the air and stood, with her pelvis tilted badly, on one good leg and one short, withered leg … Everyone applauded. The girl cried.
This scene was, to my mind, utterly revolting. This young girl had a withered leg, the result of polio. It was just as withered now as it had been ten minutes earlier, before Kathryn Kuhlman called for someone to remove her brace. Now she stood in front of ten thousand people giving praise to the Lord — and indirectly to Kathryn Kuhlman — for a cure that hadn’t occurred and wasn’t going to occur — Nolen, Healing: A Doctor in Search of a Miracle, p.65.
Not once, in the hour and a half that Kathryn Kuhlman spent healing, did I see a patient with an obvious organic disease healed (i.e., a disease in which there is a structural alteration) — Nolen, p. 66.
Local people were personally involved in the miracles.

Bible examples

When inspired men sought to convince people that they had power to do miracles, they did not tell testimonies of miracles they had done elsewhere. They simply did miracles on people in the local area. Local people received the effects of the miracles, and local people could observe the evidence for themselves. 

People could then check the matter out. They could question the people involved, check out whether they had really been ill, observe if there was a complete healing or whether there were relapses, etc. Hence, they could determine for themselves whether there had been a real miracle. 

* Lazarus — John 11:1,17-19,31,45 — Lazarus was healed in his own hometown, where he was known to be dead and could then be observed alive. People could question those who knew him.

* Blind man — John 9:1,7-9,18-20 — To determine the validity of the event, people could contact witnesses. Jesus was not afraid to have people check out the validity of His miracles. He did not accuse them of evil simply because they checked (though He did rebuke those who, having checked out the evidence, still did not believe).

* Son of the widow of Nain — Luke 7:11-17. This young man was raised from the dead in the presence of his own funeral party — the very people who knew him best, knew of his death, and could see for themselves that he had come back to life.

* Lame man — Acts 3:2,9,10; 4:22,16. This man was known by the people of the city to be lame. Multitudes of these people saw him after he was healed.

[See also Acts 13:6-12; Mark 2:1-4,10-12.]

Modern so-called miracles

When questioned about the validity of the miracles they claim happened, people today want to argue and debate about it. They give testimonials of miracles they have done or seen. Usually the most impressive accounts involve people far away and/or long ago, whom no one locally can know or question or check out.

Or they will argue at length about Bible passages, which they affirm prove miracles are for today. Why not dispense with all the testimony and argumentation? If people have power like Jesus and His apostles did, let them do like Jesus and His apostles did. Just do miracles that we can observe and check out for ourselves!

Miracles were often done in the presence of unbelievers, false teachers, and even false miracle-workers. 

Even opponents of the truth could not deny the occurrence of the miracles.

Bible miracles

When men had true power to do miracles, they were not afraid to do them in the presence of people who had questions or doubts or even openly opposed their teaching. Often they deliberately did miracles in the presence of those who did false miracles, so that people could see the difference. Opponents could not deny that God’s prophets could do miracles; often they even admitted the power.

* Ten plagues — Exodus 8:17-19. Pharaoh’s magicians tried to duplicate Moses’ miracles, but eventually they admitted Moses did miracles by the power of God. 

* Crossing the Red Sea – Exodus 14:21-31. The sea parted so Israel could cross on dry ground. When Pharaoh’s army tried to cross, the sea collapsed and they drowned.

* Elijah on Mt. Carmel — 1 Kings 18:20-40 — Elijah challenged the prophets of Baal to a showdown to see who had real power of miracles.

* High priest’s servant - Luke 22:50,51. In the presence of the men who came to arrest Him, Jesus restored the ear that had been cut off one of those who arrested Him!

* Lazarus — John 11:47,48. After Jesus raised Lazarus, His enemies admitted His miracles.

* Jesus’ miracles – Acts 2:22. Peter said the people who killed Jesus knew of His miracles.

* Lame man — Acts 4:10,14-16. After Peter and John healed the lame man (3:1-10), the Jewish opponents admitted it was a great miracle known to all the people.

* Philip and Simon — Acts 8:5-13. Simon did works claimed to be from God. But when Philip did true miracles in his presences, Simon was so amazed he was converted.

* Saul of Tarsus — Acts 9:1-9 — After His resurrection, Jesus appeared to the persecutor Saul to convince Him of the resurrection.

* Paul and Elymas — Acts 13:6-12. When Elymas opposed the truth, Paul struck him blind. Elymas could neither prevent nor overcome it. He admitted the miracle by seeking a guide.

These examples show that one way to recognize counterfeit “miracles” is to compare them to the characteristics of true miracles in the Bible. When people claim to do miracles but those “miracles” do not measure up to the character of Bible miracles, then those teachers are false teachers, just like people in the Bible who claimed to do miracles but could not do as true miracle-workers did.

[Num. 16:28-35 







1 John 4:1 — We must test people who claim miracles or direct guidance, because many are frauds. [Matt. 7:15-23; 24:24; 2 Cor. 11:13-15; 2 Peter 2:1; Deut. 18:20-22; Acts 8:9-13; 2 Thess. 2:9-12; Rev. 2:2] 

Today when we “test” the claims of “miracle-workers,” they almost never attempt to show us miracles. Instead they offer arguments and testimonials.

Acts 8:5-13 — However, true miracle workers exercised their gifts in the presence of false teachers. Instead of offering testimonials or arguments, they just did the miracles so people could observe for themselves.

Acts 4:14-16 — Even opponents of true prophets could not deny the miracles that occurred.

[Note John 11:47,48; Ex 7-12 (esp. 8:17-19); Num. 16 and 17; 1 Kings 18:20-40;; 13:6-12; 2 Kings 1 and 6; Dan. 2; Dan. 3; Dan. 6; 1 Kings 13:1-6; Jer. 28.]

Modern “healings” differ from true healings.

When we examine modern so-called miracles, they do not measure up to Bible miracles. 

John 11:38-45 — Bible healings involved obvious organic diseases that were healed obviously, instantaneously, and completely. They never involved relapses, partial improvements, or gradual healings requiring days or weeks.

Further, Jesus and his apostles (after they received Holy Spirit baptism) always succeeded. No disease was too hard to heal, nor did they fail in any attempt to heal. 

So-called miracles today lack many characteristics of Bible miracles. True miracles were evident to everyone. Modern “miracles” are not convincing, but have the characteristics of frauds. 

[Note 9:1,7,18-25; Acts 3:2-10 and 4:22; 5:12,15,16; Luke 13:11-17; 7:11-17; Mark 1:40-45; 2:10-12; 5:25-29, 35-42; Matt. 4:23f; 14:34-36; 12:10-13.]

Modern “revelations” differ from true guidance of the Spirit.

Matthew 10:19,20 — True guidance of the Spirit gave men the infallible will of God, which could be expressed in exactly the words God wanted. The message was precise even in great detail (Matt. 22:32; Gal. 3:16). 

However, modern so-called direct guidance involves vague leadings, impressions, feelings, and undefined urgings. Instead of stating the revelation clearly, people often say it is “better felt than told” and “you cannot understand until you experience it.”

Further, modern “revelations” often contradict one another and contradict the Bible. But the Holy Spirit does not contradict Himself (1 Cor. 14:33; 1:10-13; Gal. 1:8,9; 2 John 9; etc.). 

True revelations from God could always be distinguished from frauds by objective evidence. This was the primary purpose of miracles. But there is no objective evidence to prove any modern “revelations” are from God or to distinguish the true ones from the false ones. This implies they are human, not divine, in origin. 

The indwelling of the Spirit continues today unchanged, but modern so-called miracles clearly differ from what existed in Bible times. 

[Note; 1 Cor. 14:37; 2:10-13; Deut. 18:18-22; 2 Peter 1:21; 2 Sam. 23:1,2; Eph. 3:3-5]

The Purposes of Holy Spirit Baptism and Spiritual Gifts Have Been Fulfilled. 

As we have seen, the indwelling continues today, since without it we do not belong to God.

Holy Spirit baptism and spiritual gifts were given to reveal new truths and to confirm that those messages were truly from God. 

Matthew 10:19,20; Acts 14:3 — Spiritual gifts of direct guidance revealed new truths in the age when the Scriptures had not yet been completed. 

Mark 16:20; Hebrews 2:3,4 - Miracles confirmed that those messages were really from God. 

Today, direct guidance and miracles are not needed, because we have the completed Scriptures. 

2 Timothy 3:16,17 — The Scriptures reveal all that we need to know to please God, in a way that any honest person can understand. [2 Peter 1:3; Acts 20:20,27; Ephesians 3:3-5; Acts 17:11; 1 Corinthians 14:33; 1 Peter 1:22-25; 2 John 2] 

John 20:30,31 — Furthermore, the Scriptures contain eyewitness testimony of the miracles that confirm the message is from God. No further miracles are needed to confirm the message. [Luke 1:1-4; 1 Corinthians 15:1-8; 2 Peter 1:12-18]

Galatians 3:15 — Once a covenant has been confirmed or ratified, it does not need to be continually re-confirmed. 

Miraculous confirmation was needed as long as new truths were being revealed. But since the apostles received all truth, there is no new truth to be revealed (John 16:13; 2 Peter 1:3; Acts 20:20,27; 2 Timothy 3:16,17). So, direct guidance of the Spirit and miraculous confirmation are not needed today. They have served their purpose. But the indwelling continues. 

Holy Spirit Baptism and Spiritual Gifts Have Ceased. 

Remember that all people who belong to God will have the indwelling. But consider the evidence that Holy Spirit baptism and spiritual gifts have ceased. 

Holy Spirit baptism and spiritual gifts were never promised to all people.

Even in the first century, not all saved people had them. There is therefore no reason to expect people to need them today. 

The purposes of miraculous powers have been fulfilled.

As we have seen, Holy Spirit baptism and spiritual gifts existed to reveal and confirm the revelation from God. Since God’s word was adequately revealed and confirmed in the first century, we no longer need direct guidance or miracles. The gifts fulfilled their purpose.

The means of bestowing miraculous powers and direct revelation have ceased.

Whenever anyone received miraculous powers in the New Testament, apostles were always present and directly involved. Since Pentecost, not one case can be named in which anyone received these powers apart from the direct involvement of apostles. 

But there are no apostles today, since no one today is an eyewitness that Jesus was raised from the dead (Acts 1:22; 1 Cor. 9:1; 15:8; etc.). So, no one can obtain these powers today. This agrees with the fact that no one needs these gifts now. 

No one today practices the kind of miracles and powers done in the early church. 

We have seen that the miracles claimed for today do not have the characteristics of true miracles but instead have the characteristics of frauds. True Biblical miracles are no longer being done because they are not needed.

Ephesians 4:4-6 — There is only “ONE baptism” today.

Holy Spirit baptism and water baptism are two separate and distinct baptisms (Matt. 3:11; Acts 1:5). But by the time Ephesians was written, one or the other had ceased. 

Some folks today claim to practice both water baptism and Holy Spirit baptism. But there can no more be two baptisms today than there can be two Gods. 

Water baptism, administered by men in Jesus’ name, is clearly still for today, since all men need it to be saved (Matt. 28:19; Mk. 16:16; Acts 8:36-39; 10:47f; 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21). But Holy Spirit baptism is entirely different. It has accomplished its purpose and has ceased. 

The Bible predicted that miracles would cease when their purpose was fulfilled. 

1 Corinthians 13:8-11 — Prophecies, tongues, and miraculous knowledge are three of the gifts the Spirit used to deliver God’s will (12:7-11). But love (chap. 13) is “more excellent” than these gifts (12:31). Why? Because the gifts served a temporary purpose and would cease (vv 8-10), whereas love, faith, and hope would abide because they continue to be needed (13:13).

Spiritual gifts would cease because they were “in part” (v9), and they would cease when “that which is perfect” or complete would come (v10). Note: “that which is perfect” is contrasted to the gifts that were “in part.” 

In what sense were spiritual gifts “in part”? At the time Paul wrote, the gifts had only partially completed their purpose of revealing God’s will. The revelation was delivered by means of these gifts, but that work was not yet completed at the time Paul wrote.

“That which is perfect” must, therefore, refer to the completed or mature revelation of God’s will (“the perfect law of liberty” — James 1:25). When it had all been completely and adequately revealed, the spiritual gifts would cease because they had fulfilled their purpose.

But all truth was revealed to the apostles and recorded in the Bible in the first century (John 16:13; 2 Tim. 3:16,17; 2 Peter 1:3). After that, spiritual gifts were unneeded, so they ceased. Now the written word is the only inspired means we have to learn God’s will. 

Jude 3 — The faith was “once for all delivered to the saints” (NKJV). The phrase “once for all” is used elsewhere to describe Jesus’ death, which occurred only one time, in contrast to animal sacrifices which were continually repeated because they could not really remove sin (Heb. 9:26,28; 10:10; 7:26,27; 1 Peter 3:18). Jesus’ sacrifice was so perfect that it did not need to be repeated. (See Thayer’s definition.) 

Likewise, the gospel was delivered to God’s people only “once.” When it was complete or perfect, it did not need to be repeated. We may as well affirm that Jesus’ sacrifice needs to be repeated as to affirm that people still need spiritual gifts today. 

So the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is different from Holy Spirit baptism, miracles, and direct guidance. The indwelling still exists, but Holy Spirit baptism and the miraculous gifts have ceased. 

How Does The Spirit Lead Men Today?

People sometimes wonder, if there is no direct guidance from the Spirit today, then how does the Spirit instruct us to know God’s will? 

The Spirit Instructs Men through the Scriptures.

All spiritual truth about God’s will was delivered to men in the first century and recorded in the Scriptures. This message has been preserved, so we today can know the will of God through the Spirit’s message in the written word.

John 14:26; 16:13 — Speaking to the original apostles (cf. 13:1,21,22; 16:17 to Matt. 26:20,26), Jesus promised that the Holy Spirit would guide them into all truth. The direct guidance of the Spirit did this for them, but this was never promised to all men.

1 Corinthians 14:37 — The inspired men then wrote down the message that the Spirit revealed to them. So the Scriptures now contain the message of the Spirit in written form. [11:23]

Ephesians 3:3-5 — What Paul received by revelation, he wrote down so others could read and understand it.

2 Timothy 3:16,17 — The inspiration of the Holy Spirit guided the inspired men to record all good works in the Scriptures, the written word. In this way, the Scriptures are profitable to teach and instruct men in righteousness, etc.

John 20:30,31 — The written word tells enough that we can receive eternal life. [Cf. 1 John 1:1-4; 2:1-6.]

2 Peter 1:12-15— Having received all things pertaining to life and godliness (1:3), Peter wrote so that, even after he died, others could be reminded of the words and commandments of Jesus’ apostles and prophets. [3:1,2]

Today, we need no further revelation because the Bible completely reveals all we need to know to please God and be saved. Any religious doctrine taught today, which was not recorded in the Bible by the apostles and prophets in the first century, is not true, since those men received and wrote down all truth. 

[See also 1 Cor. 11:23; 2:10-14; 15:3; 2 Thess. 3:6,14; Jude 3; Rev. 1:11; Acts 20:20,27; Gal. 1:8-12; James 1:25; Matt. 28:20; Col. 4:12; Heb. 13:20,31.]

Whatever the Spirit Does in Leading Men, the Word Is Said To Do the Same.



  	  Holy Spirit    
  	  Work    
  	  The Word    



  	  Eph. 5:18f; 1 Cor. 6:19    
  	  Dwells in us    
  	  Col. 3:16; 2 John 2    



  	  Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18    
  	  Leads or guides    
  	  Psa. 119:104,105; 2 Tim. 3:16,17    



  	  2 Thess. 2:13    
  	  Sanctifies    
  	  John 17:17,19    



  	  Gal. 5:22f    
  	  Bears fruit    
  	  Col. 1:5f,9f; Luke 8:11,15    



  	  Rom. 15:13; Eph. 3:16    
  	  Gives power    
  	  Rom. 1:16; Heb. 4:12    



  	  Rom. 8:16; Eph. 1:13f    
  	  Testifies we are God’s    
  	  1 John 2:3-6; 1 Peter 1:23    



  	  Acts 9:31    
  	  Comforts    
  	  Rom. 15:4; 1 Thess. 4:18    



  	  Heb. 2:3,4    
  	  Gives evidence    
  	  John 20:30,31    




Ephesians 6:17 — The word is the sword of the Spirit. The Spirit and the word are two separate things — they are not the same. But the word is the instrument the Spirit uses through which to reveal His will and lead men to obey Him today (cf. Heb. 4:12f). 

There is no means for knowing God’s will today apart from the Scriptures. This is why so many passages exhort us to study and teach God’s word (Acts 17:11; 8:4; Matt. 28:20; 22:29; 2 Tim. 3:16f; 2:2,15; Psa. 19:7-11; 1:2; etc.).

Indeed the Spirit does dwell in every Christian today. But this is not the means by which the Spirit leads men to know God’s will. The indwelling is a different work from that of revealing God’s will or guiding men.

When a man claims the Holy Spirit guides him today in ways in addition to the Scriptures, whether he realizes it or not, he is not satisfied to simply follow the Bible. He wants something else in addition to what the Bible says. He has rejected the Scriptures as a complete and perfect guide.

What Is the Indwelling of the Spirit? 

If the indwelling of the Holy Spirit does not give miraculous powers or direct guidance, then what is its nature? What does the gospel mean when it says that the Holy Spirit dwells in all children of God?

The Holy Spirit Dwells in Us Like the Father and the Son Dwell in Us.

Many people become completely flustered trying to grasp the idea that the Holy Spirit dwells in them, yet they seem to have no problem whatever with the fact the Father and Son also dwell in them! Consider what the Bible teaches:

The Father dwells in us and we in Him. 

2 Corinthians 6:16 — We are a temple of God (the “Father” — v18). He dwells [Greek: form of ] in us and walks in us, if we are His children, His people.

1 John 4:14-16 — The Father sent the Son. If we confess Jesus to be the Son of God (the Father), then God dwells [Greek: ] in us and we in Him. [Cf. also vv 12,13.] 

Christians are not just a temple of the Holy Spirit who dwells in us; we are likewise a temple of the Father who dwells in us. And we dwell in the Father. Who would claim that this is a direct, personal indwelling? Does the heavenly Father somehow inhabit our bodies?

[Eph. 2:20-22; 1 John 2:24] 

The Son dwells in us and we in Him. 

Ephesians 3:17 — Christ dwells [Greek: form of ] in our hearts by faith. 

John 15:4-6 — As a branch abides in the vine, so disciples abide [Greek: ] in Jesus and He in us.

2 Corinthians 5:17 — If anyone is “in Christ” [Greek ] he is a new creature. Old things are passed away and all are become new.

Romans 8:1 — There is no condemnation to those “in Christ.” [Greek . Note the references in context to the Spirit “dwelling in” us — vv 9-11.] 

Galatians 3:27; Romans 6:3,4 — We are baptized into Christ. But baptism is essential to be forgiven of sins and become a child of God (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16; 1 Peter 3:21; etc.). Therefore, all who are forgiven of sins are in Christ. 

Note that these concepts are usually taught to people even before they become Christians, yet no one finds them particularly difficult or confusing. And no one assumes that these passages refer to some kind of direct, personal inhabiting of our bodies by Jesus’ spirit.

Just as the Holy Spirit dwells in us, so also Jesus dwells in us and we in Him. 

[Cf. 2 Cor. 13:5; John 6:56; 14:20; 1 John 3:24; 2:5,6,24,27,28; 5:20; Col. 1:2,27; Rom. 16:3,8-13; 8:10; Rev. 14:13; Gal. 1:22; Eph. 1:1; Phil. 1:1,14; 1 Thess. 4:16; 1 Peter 5:14.] 

The Father and Son dwell in One Another. 

John 14:10,11 — We should believe that the Father dwells in Jesus and Jesus is in the Father. [Greek  and .] 

John 14:20 — Jesus is in the Father, and we in Jesus, and Jesus in us. [Greek: .] 

John 10:37,38 — We should know and believe that the Father was in Jesus and Jesus in the Father. [Greek: ]. 

The Father and Son are distinct individuals, just as we disciples are separate beings from one another. Yet the Son was in the Father, and the Father in the Son. 

[Note John 17:20-23.] 

Christians are in one another. 

2 Corinthians 7:3 — Paul said to the Corinthians, “You are in our hearts.” [Greek: ] 

Philippians 1:7 — “I have you in my heart.” [Greek: ] 

So the Spirit does dwell in faithful Christians. But the Father and Son also dwell in us, and we dwell in them. And Christians are even in one another. 

If we can believe without confusion that the Father and Son dwell in us, why are we so confused by the fact the Holy Spirit dwells in us? If we can understand how the Father and Son dwell in us and we in them, then we can understand how the Spirit dwells in us, since the same language is used for all these cases.

[Note: To do some action “in” Deity may have a slightly different connotation from dwelling or being in one another. It could mean we act “by” God: by means of His power. John 3:21; 1 Thess. 2:2]

The Indwelling Is Not a Direct, Personal Habitation. 

The human spirit dwells directly and personally in the human body as in a temple or tabernacle. In that sense our spirits inhabit our bodies, and Jesus’ spirit inhabited His body. Note 2 Cor. 4:16; 5:1,4; John 2:21; James 2:26; Heb. 10:5; 2 Peter 1:13f; Luke 23:46. Is this how the Holy Spirit dwells in us? 

Do the Father and Son personally indwell us, etc.?

If the Spirit personally dwells in us, then the Father and Son personally dwell in us, we dwell in them, and Christians dwell in one another, etc. (since the same language is used in Scripture for all these relationships). Do our spirits inhabit God’s body, etc.? Do all these spirits inhabit our bodies? I know no one who believes such, because there is no reason to believe this is what the language means.

Some people will argue at length that the Holy Spirit “personally” indwells Christians, yet they almost never argue that the Father and Son “personally” dwell in us or we in them. Why not? Why do we not see just as much effort to prove a personal indwelling of the Father and Son as for the Holy Spirit? Why not argue that we personally dwell in the Father and Son? 

Evidently we all know the Father and Son do not personally dwell in us, we in them, etc. So why conclude that the parallel language for the Spirit means a personal indwelling?

Consider the consequences of “God in the flesh.”

When Jesus’ spirit dwelt in His body, that was an example of personal, direct indwelling. But He was God in the flesh. If the Holy Spirit personally and directly inhabits our bodies (and so do the Father and Son), then wouldn’t that make us God in the flesh like Jesus was? If our spirits personally dwell in the Father, wouldn’t that make us God? Surely such ideas would be blasphemous, and no one really believes these things to be true. So why claim that the Spirit dwells in us directly and personally?

What work does the Spirit do that would require a direct, personal indwelling? 

He does not do miracles today, as we have seen. What does He do that would require a personal indwelling? 

Some emphasize that the Spirit intercedes for us (Rom. 8:26f). But why would this require a personal, direct indwelling? This is not a work done in us, but a work done in heaven on our behalf. (And remember that Jesus also intercedes for us. Does this require a personal indwelling?)

There is no Bible evidence that the Spirit directly, personally indwells us, but there is considerable evidence against it. The concept of personal indwelling does not fit the terms used in Scripture.

At this point we know that the indwelling of the Holy Spirit is not: 

(1) Holy Spirit baptism or miraculous powers 

(2) Direct guidance apart from the word or 

(3) A direct, personal inhabiting of our bodies. 

Furthermore, whatever explanation we give for the indwelling of the Spirit, that explanation must harmonize with these facts: 

(1) The indwelling is not any of the things we have just listed.

(2) The indwelling is for all Christians from the moment of conversion on.

(3) The Spirit dwells in us like the Father and Son dwell in us, etc.

The Indwelling Involves Fellowship with the Spirit Based on the Influence of God’s Word and Resulting in the Fruits of the Spirit. 

The indwelling involves fellowship or a close relationship with the Spirit, including all the blessings that are associated with such a relationship. 

John 17:20-23 — Disciples are “in” the Father and the Son, they are “in” us, and they are “in” one another. The passage explains that this means to be “one”: a close spiritual relationship of harmony, unity, and fellowship. 

John 15:1-6 — We “abide in” Jesus as a branch abides in the vine: close contact. It is the opposite of being cut off or separated from Him (vv 2,5,6). 

2 Corinthians 6:14-18 — God dwells in us as His temple if we are He people, His sons and daughters. The point in context is fellowship in contrast to separation. We must fellowship God or sin: one or the other. If we separate from sin, God will fellowship us: He will dwell in us as His temple and we will be His sons and daughters. 

1 John 1:3,6,7; 2:3-6 — The subject in context is how to fellowship the Father and the Son, and how to know we are right with them. This is called “fellowship” in 1:3,6, and is also called “knowing” God or “abiding in” God in 2:3-6. 

Ephesians 2:1-5,11-22 — We are a temple or habitation of God in the Spirit. Again, He dwells in or inhabits us. In what sense? The whole context shows we now have fellowship or union (reconciliation) with Him — access to Him — where before conversion we were separated or alienated from Him. 

This fits what we have learned, because sin is what keeps us from having fellowship with God (Isaiah 59:1,2). As soon as sin is forgiven, we have fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. But we have learned that this is exactly when and how the indwelling of the Spirit begins. 

When the Bible says the Father and Son “dwell in” us and in one another, etc., it means we have 